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selfishness of his own motives and the unscrupulousness of his
methods. His invasion of Silesia set the spark to the powder
magazine; France and Bavaria, whose ruler had a shadowy
claim on the Imperial crown, fell on Austria ; England -and
Holland took the opposite side. The British Government
decided to raise 62,000 men for the new war and ordered the
despatch of 16,000, under the command of Lord Stair, an
experienced veteran of Marlborough's wars, to form part of an
Allied army of 50,000 men assembling for the defence of the
Austrian Netherlands. Here they remained inactive all that
year, while Stair was vainly endeavouring to rouse the Dutch
to a sense of their responsibilities as belligerents, and to secure
the consent of half-hearted and timorous colleagues to a bold
design of his own—no less than to seize the opportunity
afforded by Frederick's conclusion of peace with Austria to
invade France, open up a new line of communication by the
capture of Dunkirk, and push direct on Paris. Such a move
was too alien to all existing military ideas to find favour with
the Dutch, or the Austrians, or even with Stair's own political
superiors, and as no one else had any other plan, nothing was
decided on and nothing done in 1742.
The coming of suitable campaigning weather heralding the
opening of operations in 1743, saw the Allied army of 40,000
men on the march eastwards from Flanders to the valley of
the Main, with a vague idea of interposing between France
and Bavaria and preventing the co-operation of their armies.
Another and probably more potent motive for the move was
the anxiety of King George II. to ensure the security of his
Electorate of Hanover.   All through this war, and all through
the Seven Years' War as well, there may be traced this pre-
occupation of the British King with his Continental dominions,
and also a predilection for Hanoverian troops and generals,
excusable enough in truth, but hardly calculated to enhance the
popularity of the Crown in the British army or in England.
Stair not only found himself ere long opposed by a formidable
French  army of 70,000  under Noailles,  but  also  gravely
hampered in his operations by interference on the part of
George IL, who was at Hanover on his way to join his troops
in the field.   Bv the time he arrived Stair had been completely
outmanoeuvred by his opponent, and cut off from his base, and
saw himself reduced to a perilous retreat along the north bank
of the Main, through a defile between the river and wooded
hills, exposed to flanking fire from French artillery all along its
length.   When Noailles passed troops across both in front and
in rear of the Allies, the latter seemed irretrievably lost, but the
commander of the detachment of 30,000 men sent to head them

